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British Authority Hansen’s Disease Valuable Ally 
American Campaign 


One the world’s foremost authori- 
ties Hansen’s disease, Dr, Robert 
Cochrane London, leaned across the 
desk the office THE STAR and 
said meaningfully and with emphasis: 
leprosy than measles, and the 
two, measles much more 
Stressing the low infectivity the dis- 
ease, Dr. Cochrane said, consen- 
sus that leprosy very mildly com- 
municable disease. There question 
about it. Adults rarely contract it. Chil 
dren are more susceptible.” 

Our interview with Dr. Cochrane 
May touched many different 
pects Hansen’s disease, scientific and 
social, but the succinct statements 
the preceding paragraph 
seem sum his attitude toward the 
disease and the patients. the sound 
and sane concepts expressed these 
statements were accepted the medi- 
cal profession whole, and the pub- 
lic general, would not long be- 
fore the age-old stigma would disap- 
pear and the superstitious notion about 
the “dangerously contagious” nature 
the disease would eliminated, 
would then possible treat the 
ness medical entity—an ordinary 
disease. All adhering the principles 
truth and justice will agree that this 
wished, but how bring about; that 
the question. Cochrane had 
pat answer but did offer some very 
interesting comments. 

Dr. Cochrane said that the disease 
surrounded ancient prejudice and 
admitted that, unfortunately, this 
prejudice not altogether absent from 
the medical profession. However, 
thinks the medical profession becom- 
ing more and more interested Han- 
sen’s disease disease which needs 
approached with common sense and 
understanding. Britain, Dr. Coch- 
rane finds the attitude medical circles 
“increasingly 

Dr. Cochrane “Medical Advisor 
Leprosy” the Ministry Health 
England and Wales. There are people 
England with Hansen’s disease but 
they are British nationals who served 
other lands. There recent authen- 
tic record case Hansen’s disease 
arising from person who has never 
been outside Great Britain, according 
Dr. Cochrane. There are two hospi- 
England, one maintained 
the National Health Service 
the Jordan Hospital, near Redhill 
Surrey; and the other private institu- 
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tion, the St. Giles Home Essex. The 
disease now “notifiable” England, 
but strictly confidential basis and 
the “notifiable” regulations have 
“statutory publicity and 
strong-arm stuff. 


Hopeful 


Although Dr, Cochrane was one 
the conservatives accepting the 
fone drugs treatment choice” 
for Hansen’s disease, replace the 
traditional chaulmoogra oil, was the 
first use DDS, the basic sulfone, 
the treatment HD. Until Coch- 
rane used was 
thought the parent substance was “too 
toxic.” DDS much cheaper than its 
synthesized offsprings: 
sone, etc., and apparently just effec- 
tive. now being used widely 
foreign mission stations for economic 


reasons. Dr. Cochrane believes the 


look for Hansen’s disease today prob- 
better than the therapeutic out- 
look for tuberculosis. However, does 
not think that the sulfones are the “fin- 
answer,” Although credited the 
sulfones for having done great deal, 
particularly when the drugs are used 
along with orthopedic and physio- 
measures, “We need solve 
the riddle the bacillus itself,” said 
Dr. Cochrane, adding, that, “until the 
disease-causing organism can 
cially grown, perfect drug will 
found.” 


Traditionalist Terminology 


will noted that Dr. Cochrane, 
like most big guns this special medi- 
field, sticks the historical 
er. personally does not find the 
word leprosy And 
not favor replacing with another 
term. course, termino- 
logy, our efforts this direction have 
been called, would not important 
the doctors and the public shared Dr. 
Cochrane’s viewpoint about the illness. 
but they not yet. “When patient 
comes me,” Dr. Cochrane 
“when there are other people around, 
tell him has Hansen’s disease, but 
soon can, tell him what has 
—leprosy. tell him leprosy not what 
thinks is; just like any other 
disease and that can get treatment 
for it,” 

the other hand, Dr. Cochrane 
complete agreement that the word 
“leper” designate the patient should 
dropped entirely, disassociates 
the word from “leprosy.” “The 


Robert Cochrane, 55, has medical de- 
grees from universities Scotland and Eng- 
land. His M.D. from Glascow and his 
D.T.M. and (Doctor Tropical Medi- 
cine and Hygiene) from London. 
Fellow the Royal College Physicians. 


word ‘leper’ social stigma;” dec- 
clared, ‘leprosy’ very interest- 
ing disease, definite clinical condi- 
tion.” 

Discussing the historical background 
the name, concluded, “The an- 
cient fear the disease the result 
the mistranslation Biblical word. 
The Hebrews used the word 
which should have been translated ‘per- 
son who blemished,’ Instead was 
taken mean leprosy—and has caused 
panic through the ages.” 


Distinguished Background 


Dr. Cochrane has worked the fieid 
Hansen’s disease for years (25 
India where began medical mis- 
sionary). recent years, has been 
medical secretary BELRA (British 
Empire Leprosy Relief Association) 
and editor its quarterly 
has toured communities and 
clinics Nigeria, Thailand, the French 
Cameroons and other countries. 
associate editor the International 
Journal Leprosy and the author 
frequent contributor many scientif- 
journals This year became tech- 
nical medical advisor the American 
Leprosy Missions Inc. His new position 
will bring Cochrane the United 
States least once year for consulta- 
with the ALM office New York 
and fill speaking engagements over 
the country. Dr. Cochrane was one 
the leading speakers ALM’s Dallas 
convention April. Prior the con- 
vention, visited Mexico City where 
conferred with Dr. Latapi, and other 
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See the Papers 


With Notes and Comments from the Editor’s Desk 


justice ‘Texas 


“Living Fort Worth are three 
sons who have active cases leprosy,” 
reported Blair Justice by-lined ar- 
ticle the Fort Worth, Texas Evening 
Star-Telegram 21, 1954). 
least one them sealed away 
society that never ventures outside 
his house except directly his 

“Why?” asks Mr. Justice (whose name 
sounds just right, except for his fre- 
quent use the odious word desig- 
nate the because his dis- 
ease contagious and will 
infect others,” Justice declared, “but 
because society stigmatizes him.” 

Said Justice, “To society for too 
centuries, leprosy has been 
crime. Its unfortunate victims are worse 
then criminals the eyes 
(Victims) not only are ostracized but 
are the objects hysterical fear that 
society has built over thousands 
years. 

“Does such fear still exist here 
the ‘enlightened’ 20th Century, pro- 
gressive Fort Worth? Emphatically yes. 

“For Fort Worth has (victims). And 
doctors who treat them know that (vic- 
tims) live life shadows, cringing 
with fear that some neighbor will strip 
off their mask and cry the world: 
‘This has leprosy.’” (Note 
have substituted the word victim for 
the odious word which appeared the 
the original article, otherwise verb- 
The historical misnomer bad 
but its five-letter offspring 
offensive even when spelled backward 

The Justice article was prompted 
the visit Dr. Cochrane Fort 
Worth where, April 20, addressed 
the Tarrant County Medical Society 
the Academy Medicine. This address 
was one number talks Han- 
sen’s disease which Dr, Cochrane gave 
before medical groups Texas before 
and after the convention the “Ameri- 
can Leprosy Missions, Inc.,” Dallas, 
April 26-28. 

Dr. James Ross Innes, Scottish 
expert stationed Kenya, East African 
(HD) Research Center, who came 
the U.S. for the A.L.M, Convention 
toured some the key cities 
lore the convention. 

Fine educational 
newspaper publicity Hansen’s dis- 


ease followed the wake everyone 
Dr. Cochrane’s and Dr. Innes’ talks. 
The same can said the excellent 
newspaper coverage the Dallas con- 
vention itself, press releases, feature ar- 
ticles and bow Gene 
Phillips, director public relations for 
A.L.M. 

Never before, far know, has 
Texas, world itself,” been given 
much liberal education Hansen’s 
disease (and one the endemic 
states) the Dallas meet inspired, and 
Texans don’t know the facts about 
now, one doubts they ever will. 

Space will not permit give even 
resume the many informative sto- 
ries but here special thank you 
Wayne Gard, Editorial Staff Writer 
the Dallas, Texas News for his purpose- 
editorial the News (April 22, 
1954). Mr, Gard commented, “In re- 
cent years the American Medical As- 
sociation and other agencies have been 
trying persuade people say Han- 
sen’s disease instead leprosy. The 
new name honors Norwegian doctor 
who, 1874, discovered the germ that 
causes this disease. The change was 
made from name that many minds 
brings irrational fear and dread, 

“The old name still used the 
American Leprosy Missions 
cause most people aren’t yet familiar 
with the new one. But its officers and 
speakers try avoid referring 
tims this disease the name that 
causes many persons shudder. Get- 
ting the name will long step 
toward scientific control.” 


Bravo, Rex! 


The Rex Morgan cartoon strip 
Hansen’s disease prompted editors 
throughout the country raise their 
voices forceful and enthusiastic edi- 
torials. Editorials rule wield con- 
siderable influence moulding public 
opinion, and his really priceless 
break our educational program. 
Rex! 

quoted from some these edi- 
before (STAR, May, 1954). 
Here are excerpts from few more. 

When Dr. Morgan through, are 
very sure that the country will have 
much better understanding leprosy 
and entirely different attitude to- 
ward those who have been attacked 
Elkins, 
West Virginia, April 1954. 

The comic strip, “Rex Morgan, 
M.D.” been highly praised the 


medical profession and leaders 
where for publicizing the fact that 
rosy Hansen’s disease. 
Lubbock, Texas, April 17, 

* 

the present story sequence, 
Morgan fighting battle against 
norance and bigotry with respect 
disease. The progress 
made the fight againt (HD) the 
United States Public Health Service 
Hospital Carville, La., one the 
most interesting stories our time, 

Dr. Dallis telling part thai 
through the fictitious Dr. Rex 
Morgan. PIEDMONT Greenville, 
April 1954. 


Innocent Victims 


patient’s lot not happy 
one; anyway, not Japan, where ac- 
cording letters received THE 
STAR regularly from some the pa- 
tients there, they are beset with ancient 
prejudices. From INS dispatch, date- 
lined Kumamoto, Japan, April 14, 1954, 
appears that these prejudices extend 
healthy members the patients’ 
families, especially the children. The 
dispatch reported, raging dis- 
pute over attendance children 
patients) Kumamoto primary 
school ‘walk-out’ which 
kept percent the school’s pupils 

“The healthy children 
tients) have been forced accept sec- 
ondhand education from voluntary stu- 
dent teachers government com- 
pound. 

“The children live apart from their 
parents under the jurisdiction the 
Kumamoto state leprosarium. 

“The justice ministry and the city’s 
education board agreed the children 
are entitled normal school attend- 
ance, but the parent-teacher association 
1ebelled the decision.” 


Awake—Asleep 


The headline, “Conquering Leprosy” 
AWAKE caught the eye one our 
readers San Francisco. This magazine 
was being sold street corner and 
she bought copy and sent us, 
commenting: “Rip Van 
nothing this,” Sure enough. The ar- 
written Awake’s correspondent 
Panama described the hospital 
Paco Seco, Canal Zone, and through- 
out referred the patients there the 
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Should the Name Changed? 


one point that troubled most 
the Dallas Convention the 
can Leprosy Missions, Inc., was 
every pege the program appeared the 
word “leprosy” and the addresses. 
Only very few times did hear Han- 
sen’s disease menticned. 

For personally sort allergy 
that word has developed. Hansen’s dis- 
the term which comes 
mind. Yet view the comparative! 
attendance from the city, one 
whether the public cares one 
word the other used, none 
all. 

may that our talk about one 
word serving source fear while 
the other would ancient fear 
beside the point, Perhaps the public 
tired the fear this disease generates. 
Or, the other hand, may 
tired hearing about fear that 
should really scared. Whatever 
the type ailment the public embraces, 
the need for more education abun- 
dantly clear. 

Such situation much like that 
man who sought buy window 
glass 18” 36” size. The dealer said 
did not have it, but instead could 
supply one 36” 18” size. The 
would-be purchaser replied, “If look 
that will probably What 
would require look this situa- 
tion sideways, could not say, Never- 
theless, still believe the term should 
use disease, following the 
lead Hawaii where the new con- 
stitution that name alone appears for 
this 

Furthermore the fact remains that 
whenever discharged patient leaves 
Carville-on-the-Mississippi, finds out 
jolly quick that some folk not want 
him around. has earn his liv- 
ing the sweat his brow, 
likely sweat a-plenty before gets 
chance start earning. When can 
sit pretty glass bowl, will not 
need suffer—as long has enough 
eat. 

While lived Carville Hansen- 
arium minister-friend back Los 
Angeles prayed daily that might re- 
cover, least told that! When 
campaign prevent attendance 
longed to, until finally had with- 
draw and join another. The faith 
hed while prayed turned hate 
when his prayer was answered. 

told one day, “Can’t you 
imagine the state mind person 


Clarence Olmstead, Glendale, Calif. 


Mr. Olmstead, (above) Methodist minis- 
ter, was missionary Burma for years. 
was patient Carville for two 
(1948-50), which time, was the staff 
THE STAR. 

Mr. Olmstead knows from first hand try- 
ing experience the power the odious and 
frightening word “leprosy.” 
and has happened many others dif- 
ferent parts this country, was “driven 
from home” Public Health officers, given 
ultimatum get out town and 
his house placarded after left. The na- 
ture his illness, considered authorities 
one low infectivity, certainly did 
not warrant such tactics, but here again 
the disease was being handled correspond 
with the word identifying rather than ac- 

Since leaving Carville, Mr. Olmstead has 
devoted much time writing book which 
has titled “The Last Elephant Out 
Burma.” still ardent stamp col- 
lector (see cut). 


one those gatherings who out 
politeness dared not retuse shake 
hands with you, yet later could not get 
the thought out his mind that his 
hand had touched yours?” 

Now, that notion was just plain ri- 
diculous. It’s hang-over from incorrect 
interpretation the Bible, and ignor- 
ance the nature and symptoms 
HD. thought had Biblical leprosy. 
Actually had HD. There’s big dif- 
ference, His idea was that disease 
with Leviticus and 13. 
know not. never read them with 
understanding, know. 

The symptoms skin 
corded there are not those had. They 
fit more nearly ringworm, scabies, pso- 
riasis, and some others—but not HD. 
the Hebrew they were all called the 


general cover name zaraath, Later 
was translated the Greek word lepra 
and from came the word used the 
English Bible. one knows whether 
all the other Biblical references that 
disease and those who had it, had ail- 
ments with these named symptoms 
something else. their symptoms 
agreed with those Leviticus, what 
they had did not have. 


Those symptoms were considered 
constitute blemish. one with 
skin blemish was fit worship God 
hence, remain the society. religious 
taboo thus arose, stigma that debarred 
him, must live apart, 


time went on, the Levitical symp- 
toms were classified, and names given-- 
names meet today fearlessly. Hence 
the stigma formerly residing zaraath 
(which did not mean leprosy) and its 
later translations was transferred. 
know must have existed 
Bible days, though its symptoms did 
not appear Leviticus. English Bible 
readers transferred the stigma it, and 
called leprosy, though that not the 
name the Greeks used for HD. 


So, today, what have we? ancient 
disease, misnamed from the beginning, 
which now has been scientifically diag- 
nosed. Sulfones were scientifically de- 
veloped and proved able rid vic- 
tims their symptoms. 
scientist, Hansen name, discovered 
the bacillus causing this disease, 

Hence, this scientific period 
seems reasonable cease using 
cient misnomer, mere cover term for 
sundry symptoms. time adopted 
name harmony with the spirit 
our day—Hansen’s disease. 

Since society insists heaping un- 
educated stigma and disabilities 
victims, thinking they are dealing 
with something old and disgraceful, 
taboo, let the old word cease be. Let 
die, the stigma may end the 
same way. 

And why not? The least communica- 
ble all communicable diseases HD. 
some patients with it, particularly early 
cases, have been rendered symptom free 
comparatively short time with sul- 
fone treatment, Stigma and fear cannot 
survive that atmosphere. 

All those who minister health and 
religious ways sufferers from this dis- 
ease, especially America where some 
types education greatly lag, need 
fairness use the name, Hansen’s dis- 


ease. 
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Medical Consultants 


paper read before the Orleans 
Society (1936), the late Dr. 
Dimitry, Fellow International Col- 
lege, Surgeons, said: one the 
United States America has ever de- 
(Hansen’s disease) patients the late 
Dr. Isadore Dyer, one time Professor 
Dermatology and Dean the Medi- 
cal Department Tulane University. 
The hospital Carville his monu- 
ment, Unquestionably his labor brought 
into existence and saw its growth 
both the state and national authori- 
ties. His difficulties were great. 
wanted the patients near him, 
fact, near the City and his Univer- 
sity, where and his professors could 
work unit. However, the people 
refused have the (Hansen’s 
patients situated near the City and his 
ambition was shattered. time, de- 
veloped another plan have the Na- 
tional Government take over 
sponsibility that reality belonged 
succeeded, but the height 
his ambition has never been carried out 
—‘the utilization the nation’s scien- 

Carville today nearer New Or- 
leans than was 1894, geographical- 
speaking, but better roads and auto- 
mobiles have brought New Orleans 
nearer Carville, far the Tu- 
lane School Medicine and the Louisi- 
ana State University School Medi- 
cine are concerned, The miles between 
seem receding all the time and 
think that Dr. Dyer’s hopes and ambi- 
tions are slowly but gradually being 
filled. 

Carville today has 
staff medical consultants from New 
Orleans. They hold clinics this hos- 
pital regularly, some weekly, others 
monthly. These busy doctors drive from 
New Orleans and back distance 
miles each way. They practically lose 
their whole day the City, but all 
seem intensely interested their 
work here. 

The latest consultants join the 
Carville staff are two nationally 
distinguished specialists, Dr. Neal 
Owens and Dr, Edgar Hull. 

Owens, head the Owens Clinic 
for Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery, 
professor Clinical Surgery charge 
Plastic Surgery Tulane University. 
succeeds Waldemar Metz here, 
Carville’s first consultant Plastic Sur- 
gery (1947), who gave faithful service 
until his death last year. Dr. Owens’ 


president the American Association 
Plastic Surgery (Founders Group) 
past president the American Society 
Piastic and Reconstructive Surgery; 
and chairman Plastic Surgery Sec- 
tion, International College Surgeons. 

Dr. Edgar Hull Carville’s new con- 
sultant Internal Medicine. Dr. Hull 
Tulanian presently Professor 
Medicine and Associate Dean the 
Louisiana State University School 
Medicine. stands high his profes- 
and his particular specialty, being 
diplomate the American Board 
Internal Medicine, Dr. Hull 
president the New Orleans Graduate 
Medical Assembly and held Mark- 
for study tropical dis- 
eases Costa Rica and Guatemala 
(1944) and was visiting professor 
medicine the University Bologna, 
(Fullbright Grant, 

Carville medical consultants, who 
have been coming here for some time, 
include Dr. James Allen, consultant 
ophthalmology. Dr. Allen 
man the Department Ophthalmol- 
ogy the Tulane School Medicine. 
the author many articles 
diseases the eye, ear, nose and throat 

Dr. Lee McLean consultant 
Dr. McLean assistant 
professor dermatology the Tulane 
University School Medicine. 
past president the Louisiana Der- 
matological Association. 

Dr. Rufus Alldredge consultant 
orthopedics. Dr. Alldrege Associate 
Professor Orthopedics Tulane 
niember the Academy Orthopedic 
Surgeons and the International Society 
Orthopedic Surgeons. 


Dr. Daniel Riordan consultant 
hand surgery. Dr. Riordan in- 
structor orthopedic surgery Tu- 
lane University School Medicine and 
Charity Hospital, New Orleans. 
associate Dr. Alldredge. Dr. 
Riordan’s pioneer work 
gery patients with Hansen’s disease 
was reported THE STAR (May 

Dr. Solomon Winokur consultant 
psychiatry. Dr, Winokur certified 
the American Board Physical 
Medicine and Rehabilitation and mem- 
ber the American Society Physical 
cz! Medicine the Tulane University 
School Medicine and consultant 
physical medicine veterans the 
Veterans Administration Hospital, New 


Nurses Training 


. 


Program Here Curtailed 


The program special training 
the care patients with Hansen’s dis- 
case inaugurated the Public 
Service here June 1946 for 
commissioned officers and members 
the P.H.S, Nursing Corps been 
sharply curtainled. 

since 1946, thirty-two P.H.S. nurses 
have had this training, voluntary 
assignment basis, and understand 
there were many volunteers the wait- 
ing list. The nurses came here, two 
time, the first few years they were 
duty for six months, thus giving four 
nurses year special training Han- 
sen’s disease. recent years, the as- 
signment has been for four months, giv- 
ing six nurses year the With 
exceptions, far know, the 
nurses who had this training were all 
enthusiastic and looked upon 
1eal opportunity broaden their nurs- 
ing horizons well bring first 
hand information other members 
their profession throughout the coun- 
try. One nurse commented that she had 
been previously unaware that there was 
hospital the United States treating 
Hansen’s disease exclusively, 
nurses were practically unanimous 
admitting that nursing text books give 
very little information 

There will more Public Health 
Service nurses coming Carville this 
year for special training, but under the 
new policy, according Dr. Gor- 
don, Medical Officer Charge, there 
will one two 1955, and perhaps 
the same annually for periods four 
months each. “From now on,” Dr. Gor- 
don explained, “the service will con- 
cern itself with maintaining twenty 
who have had the training. 
bringing one two for the train- 
ing each year, this figure twenty with 
experience the field Hansen’s dis- 
ease will maintained,” 

Nursing services Carville are un- 
the supervision the Daughters 
Charity, Sisters St. Vincent Paul. 
There are twenty-one sisters presently 
duty, with Sister Teresa Kelly 
chief nurse. This order has been 
duty Carville since 1896. 


New Staffer Expected 


Mr. Francis Ellis expected re- 
port here for duty soon Administra- 
tive will have direct super- 
vision all business 
tivities. For the past four years, Mr. 
lis has served like ‘capacity the 
Public Health Service Hospital New 
Orleans. 
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Sister 
patients waiting for treatment 


Superior, greeting 


was December 1952 that 
STAR carried the article For 
Santals,” telling the many cases 
one section India going un- 
for lack medicine. The ar- 
ticle told the letter from Father 
Thaddeus Mudry, T.O.R., “Betty 
Martin, author Miracie Carville, 
asking for her help securing medi- 
cine for these patients. Betty sent the 
letter us, and addition moncy 
raised locally patients endeavors, 
readers sent checks for this purpose 
and were happy act 
sending the Santal Mission 
purchase drugs. Then last fall Father 
sociate Father Mudry’s the States 
furlough, visited here and brought 
with him first hand news the work 
being accomplished with these drugs 
the northeastern part India (Patna 
tion. 

the time Father Buckley’s visit, 
had only recently heard from Sister 
Crescentia, Nazareth Hospital the 
Patna District India. Her letter had 
intrigued for she related that Father 
Mudry’s Superior, The Very Rev. Pat- 
rick Boland had sent her some copies 
THE STAR and Dr. Lendrum’s en- 
lightening paper, Tragic Name 
Leprosy,” tactful way saying, 
‘Sister, your ignorance 
She continued, “We are making deter- 
mined effort correct our usage the 
name and thought were doing very 
well until Sister Florence Joseph, 
Superintendent Nurses came 
with this story, One the nurses had 
referred the illness Handsome Dis- 
case. Sister tried correct her, saying, 
don’t mean Handsome Disease, 
but before she could continue, the nurse 
said, ‘Yes, Sister, have say Hail 
Mary every time forget and say lep- 

Sister Crescentia concluded 
ter, “Father Patrick supplying 
(the parent sulfone) for our 


tients and will share with long 
the fund lasts.” 

This group six Sisters Charity 
Nazareth, Kentucky, went the Pat- 
District India December 1947, 
begin their work. Since then six more 
Sisters have joined them. They operate 
grade and high school English, and 
grade school taught Hindi, 95- 
bed hospital with 
patient department, school nursing 
and then their spare (?) time they 
trees. The good Sisters had 
didn’t feel they could “wait with folded 
hands” for structure open air 
clinic was the answer. Patients with 
other ailments would not have attended 
the out-patient clinic attached the 
hospital the patients came. 
the beginning only one 
came for treatment, When others saw 
how was sulfone ther- 


apy, they began coming great 


bers. The most recent figure from Sister 
Crescentia, January 1954, was 910 
one treatment day. With the monsoon 
season approaching, the Sisters realized 
some shelter was necessity. 
rowed money they had three 
makeshift building constructed which 
olfered protection from the elements. 

With this great increase patient at- 
tendance the clinics the Sisters find 
themselves “running out everything.” 
For 23¢ they can supply patient 
with DDS, vitamins, iron 
ings for week. these things can 
purchased India. Any our read- 
ers who feel they would like assist 
with this work can send their contribu- 
tions Patna Mission Service, 11!0 
West May St., Chicago, and please 
state that for the Hansen’s Disease 
Clinic, Nazareth Hospital, Mokameh 
(Patna District), India. 

The Sisters dream someday having 
hospital and “four wheel 
drive jeep visit the distant villages 
treat the sick. Only this would travel 
our roads, and when say roads, 
proves I’m optimist,” writes Sister 
Crescentia. 

must require infinite patience and 
wonderful sense humor take 
things they come, while trying 
something about them accomplish 
great good for those who are ill. 


* 
One our local Sisters brought 
group visitors THE STAR 
fice May 21. They were introduced 
Sister Miriam Patricia, Sister Mar- 
James and Sister Thomas Sales 


Other Countries 
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: 
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Sisters Florence Joseph and Ann Cornel- 
mount their bicycles, their mode 
transportation 
St. Infirmary, Little 
and Miss James the 
State Health Department. “We 
ave Sisters Charity Nazareth, Ken- 
Sister Margaret James ex- 
piained. “We have been New Or- 
leans attending meeting Charity 
Hospital and took advantage this 
opportunity make long anticipated 
visit Carville.” 

The “Nazareth” rang bell and 
the visiting Sisters’ astonishment 
produced considerable correspondence 
from India had had with their Sis- 
ter Crescentia. They were tremendously 
interested the pictures Sister Cres- 
centia had sent us, two which are 
produced here. course they knew ail 
the Sisters the pictures and gladly 
identified them for us, with 

Incidents this kind are not un- 
usual THE STAR office and this 
just another add our “small 
world” department. —Ed. 

recent letter THE STAR 
hospital Indonesia for periodicals, 
magazines good books English 
assist him his self-study our lang- 
uage. has written that five 
years ago could neither 
write English and his progress with our 
remarkable. Any our read- 
who may interested helping 
this young man should write him 
direct, telling him that you read about 
him THE STAR. is: Ignatius 
Djawa-Barat, Indonesia. Please not 
send magazines books for him 
this will only cause additional de- 
lay. Your postmaster will 
give you information about size and 
weight parcels this kind In- 


British Authority 


specialists Hansen’s disease. this 
trip the U.S., Dr. Cochrane addressed 
many groups. Among others, spoke 
the Medical Department, University 
Galveston; Louisiana State Uni- 
versity Medical School, New Orleans; 
School Public Health, Bos- 
ton; University Illinois School 
Medicine, Chicago; the National Naval 
Medical Center, the Armed Forces In- 
stitute Pathology, and the D.C. Gen- 
eral Hospital, Washington. 


Personal Sidelights 

Dr. Cochrane devoted his 
ing wife who seldom able travel 
with him, but who did accompany him 
trip, her first the United States. 
Dr. and Mrs, Cochrane have three chil- 
dren, two boys, one married 
practicing physician, the other 
planning take the work his 
and daughter, who train- 
ing nurse, Dr. Cochrane comes 
family doctors, and fact said 
can’t recall any member his family 
who was not the medical profession. 
His father, Dr. Thomas Cochrane, 
noted medical missionary, founded the 
Union Medical College Peking. Pro- 
fessor Latourette Yale characterized 
him “one the missionary giants, 
whose vision and achievement have 
the last two centuries.” 

China-born, Dr. Cochrane speaks 
with the fluency man who has 
lived many countries but reveals his 
ancestry with Scottish burr. Doctor 
Cochrane known “early ris- 
anytime from a.m. on. writes 
letters and reads and doubt has 
early morning devotions, Due 
habit early rising, takes frequent 
catnaps dropping off 
little boring. Said one his 
friends, “he seemingly has the ability 
wake the proper moment 
make remark fitting the occasion.” 
‘These small naps enable him get 
zlong with four five hours sleep 
night that able get out 
quantities work hours when the 
rest are sleeping. their Car- 
ville visit, Dr. and Mrs. Cochrane were 
the houseguests Chaplain and Mrs, 
Carl Elder, and his hostess remarked: 
“Do you know does his own personal 
laundry? Why, brought his own 
soap powder.” Mrs, Elder said, “Dr. 
Cochrane has sense 
humor and splendid story teller. 
thoroughly enjoys telling joke and 
convulsed one evening with 
stories. and Julia Lake Kellersberg- 
each trying top the other.” 

Meeting Dr. Cochrane again 
ing the privilege interviewing him, 


realized that although are 
always complete agreement 
minology, extremely conscious 
patients people, and that dedi- 
cating his career trying solve the 
problems involving them. truly 
great man and Godly one. 


Spanish Government 
Perry Burgess 


Perry Burgess, president the 
Leonard Wood Memorial and author 
Who Walk Aloneand Born Those 
Years, wes recently given high honor 
the Government Spain 
generous and proud its historical des- 
uny.” Mr, Burgess was granted the 
Knight Commandery the “Sanitary 
Civil Order.” was notified the 
honor Dr. Felix Contreras, general 
secretary the Sixth International 
Congress Leprology, which met 
Madrid last October. Dr. Contreras also 
advised Mr, Burgess that was one 
members granted the Diploma and 
Commemoration medal the Congress 
the “Hospital Order St. 
Lazarus Jerusalem” for his work 
the Congress. 


Perry Burgess well deserves the hon- 
ors conferred upon him and THE 
STAR extends warmest congratulations 
the man who large measure 
responsible for first bringing the hu- 
man side Hansen’s disease the 
attention countless thousands lay 
people through his books and lectures. 
Mr. Burgess’s work has also been re- 
ponsible for number physicians be- 
coming especially interested the dis- 
ease. Some credit for recent increased 
interest Hansen’s disease the gov- 
ernments several countries should 
Mr. Burgess. 

After the Madrid Congress, where 
served chairman the Committee 
Social Aspects, Mr. and Mrs. Bur- 
gess covered 30,000 miles touring 
communities India, Burma, Thai- 
land, Japan, the Philippine Islands and 
Hawaii, This purposeful journey was 
made his own expense and this un- 
selfish attitude Perry and Cora Bur- 
gess behalf cause which they 
are both devoted means 
Mr. Burgess did this even before there 
was Leonard Wood Memorial when 
research foundation and has been 
doing this ever since. 

The experiences which the Burgesses 
had this tour have, according Mr. 
Burgess, “already proved great value 
giving the information which 
think more practically the prob- 
lems involved.” the annual meeting 


the Leonard Wood Memorial held 
Washington earlier this year, Mr. 
Burgess observed that his opinion 
the Memorial research organization 
always governed solely 
what may considered ideal but also 
what practical.” 


Exhibit 

scientific exhibit the 
and treatment Hansen’s disease, 
the convention the Texas 
Medical Association held San An- 
tonio May, was awarded the 
merit the best one presented 
the TMA institution. The ex- 
hibit was sponsored this hospital 
cooperation with the Texas State De- 
partment Health and the Leonard 
Wood Memorial. Dr. Fred Kluth, Cor- 
pus Christi, research epidemiologist for 
the Leonard Wood Memorial, working 
vith the Texas State Department 
Health, who was charge the ex- 
hibit said, “It contained one the best 
series photography eye pathology 
that have seen.” 


Winner Oratorical Contest 
Chooses Topic 


Peggy Wendeln, Burr, Neb., 
dent Syracuse High School, Syracuse, 
Neb., was named winner the 24th 
annual 
contest held Syracuse May Miss 
Wendeln, who was presented with twen- 
five dollars, spoke You 
Know About Hansen’s Disease.” Ray- 
Conley, speech instructor Neb- 
City, judged the contest. The ora- 
tions the contest were first written 
essays, and then memorized for delivery. 

When THE STAR heard about the 
contest and the winner’s choice top- 
wondered where Miss Wendein 
had obtained her information. 
sponse our inquiry, Miss Wendein 
wrote, “Most the information was 
secured from our family doctor 
Gately) and also from articles 

“The judge the oratorical contest 
told afterwards that certainly 
learned lot about Hansen’s disease 
and felt that the audience had shared 
his enlightenment and interest. 
giad picked topic that has been 
standing the disease and its social prob- 
lems.” 

We, too, are glad, particularly after 
Miss Wendeln’s essay, copy 
which she graciously And 
express our appreciation THE STAR 
presented Miss Wendeln with copy 
Miracle Carville. 
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Taps for Veteran Four Wars 


Colonel George Rarey, USA (re- 
tired), 73, Decatur, Georgia, who 
died April and whose remains 
ginia) National Cemetery, was 
four wars. served his coun- 
izy soldier the Spanish 
can War and the First and Second 
World Wars. humanitarian, 
served his less fortunate fellow-Ameri- 
cans, the sick and the disabled, particu- 
those with Hansen’s disease, Since 
his retirement from the Army 1944, 
Colonel Rarey waged ceaseless battle 
bring about better public under- 
standing patients with Hansen’s dis- 
ease. his own words: “There 
great deal ignorance 
disease. 
However, cannot agree that should 
permit the ignorance and 
baseless fear one group, however 
large, work injustice upon an- 
other group, however The vic- 
tims among our citizens must have 
square 

was during Colonel Rarey’s serv- 
ice soldier and later civilian 
the Philippines that the disease 
known leprosy first came his at- 
tention. That was before Culion was 
established 1906 and victims this 
disease received little care. Col- 
onel Rarey said, “Among the most dis- 
tressing memories that period 
life are those the shunned, ragged, 
hopeless victims leprosy who had 
beg the streets and church en- 
trances for money buy food.” 

Colonel Rarey never forgot, and 
1944 when retired from the Army 
alter years service, was deter- 
mined something about it. This 
determination was strengthened when 
read Perry Burgess’s Who Walk 
Aione. then undertook one-man 
fund raising campaign aid the Leon- 
ard Wood Memorial its research 
work and while engaged this cain- 
paign, heard about THE STAR, 
“to agreeable surprise,” said, 


the time Colonel Rarey got 
with us, was working 
book which had already titled, “Op- 
portunities for Service Mankind.” 
The first chapter this book was 
about Hansen’s disease. finished 
that chapter but never got 
became completely engrossed 
the study this disease, care- 
fully reviewed the situation 
sen’s disease patients the United 
States and was convinced that noth- 
ing less than national legislation would 
correct come the injustices found 
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this health and social problem. After 
years intensive study and re- 
search involving voluminous correspon- 
dence with medical experts this field 
and interested layman, Colonel Rarey 
drafted the “National Leprosy Act.” 
the Act did not forget the 
viewpoints and recommendations 
ihose most vitally concerned— the pa- 
The comprehensive 
Act provided among other items 
and the public, aggressive re- 


scarch program, rehabilitation 


employment measures for discharged 
patients, compensation for disability, 
allowance and National Ad- 
council similar councils func- 
tioning other disease cancer, 
heart, 

Colonel Rarey’s bill was introduced 
into the Congress, first session, 
The bill was sponsored the 
can Federation the Physically Handi- 


capped, Washington, which the 


onel was then southern representative 
and national vice-president, Paul 
president AFPH paid 
Rarey this tribute, have never 
met more sincere 
serving his fellow beings. deeply re- 
his passing, and know that 
ville people, particular, have lost 
friend, one they cannot replace.” 

Mr. Strachan right. When 
ing the bill was held before the Sen- 
ate SubCommittee Health the 
€ommittee Labor and Public Wel- 
fare, May 1949, Colonel Rarey hin:- 
was hand plead for its pas- 
sage. Since then the bill with some re- 
vision has been reintroduced into sub- 
sequent sessions Congress. Although 
has not become law, served very 
definite purpose focusing attention 
high places our basic needs. Fur- 
ther, through Colonel’s Rarey’s efforts 
behalf this bill, thousands peo- 
particularly veterans’ organizations 
with which was affiliated 
come aware and sympathetic the 
problem, Colonel Rarey was 
pletely unselfish his work, fact, 
out some his projects, only few 
which are mentioned here. felt 
that Hansen’s disease should 
have place the agenda National 
Conventions, and October 
i917, read paper, “Research and 
Objectives Combating 
Disease” before the 
convention the American Public 
Health Association Atlantic City. 
had booth the Convention floor 
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Colonel George Rarey 


where distributed educational mate- 
vial, All this was done Colonel 
Rarey his own expense was many 
talks made before the United 
Spanish War veterans and American 
these organizations. 

Col. Raray was prolific writer 
the subject Hansen’s disease. His 
paper, “The Case Against Compulsory 
Segregation” was printed pamphlet 
form and had wide distribution, His 
paper “Our Medieval Laws Lep- 
was written after con- 
tacted letter person the gov- 
ernors our states, was tremen- 
dous task undertake but his exhaus- 
live survey proved conclusively the lack 
uniformity the state laws concern- 
ing so-called leprosy and the indisput- 
able fact that some these archaic 
Jaws served only perpetuate the stig- 
the disease and were actually 
deterrent public health discourag- 
ing patients from voluntarily seeking 
treatment. 

Colonel and Mrs. Rarey visited Car- 
ville July 1946 and with 
the then “United Patients Committee.” 
‘This visit cemented our friendship and 
the Colonel came again. His last visit 
was the summer 1951. However, 
always kept close touch with 
and his interest never lagged. Carville 
patients never had better and more 
understanding friend than this soldier- 
humanitarian. 

Colonel Rarey was native Ken- 
ton, Ohio. enlisted the Army 
the age 17. survived his 
widow, the former Georgia Dryden 
Elsberry, Missouri, whom married 
Manila 1910, and daughter, Mrs, 
Stanley Decatur, five sisters and 
brother, all Indiana. 

May Colonel Rarey’s splendid ex- 
ample service others our guide. 
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Works (Exposition Press, 
Inc., New York, May 1954). Compiled 
and Arranged with commentary 
Leona Meyer Wegener (246 pages— 
$3.50). 

Greater Works series stories 
and articles the cure the sick and 
the care the unfortunate. digs deep 
connecting prophecy with prosaic 
facts and factions. 

Beginning each chapter witha beauti- 
ful Biblical reference the Lord’s work 
among the halt, the sick and the blind, 
Mrs. Wegener has done gigantic job 
compilation high-lighting many 
subjects not normally discussed—more’s 
the pity. 

Some say: “there’s nothing new under 
the sun,’ but others say: “there’s always 
something new under the highpowered 
sunshine everyday life.” prove 
that line thought, this native Na- 
poleon, Missouri, trained nurse who 
has seen, heard, experienced, discussed 
many phases Greater Works 
her training and her honest de- 
sire transform her long years 
trained service both medical circles 
and Christian service, into something 
lastingly good. Noble the word for it. 
Long years Biblical study, plus long 
years interest oddities disease, 
have made Leona Wegener, delicate 
sounding board for strange maladies 
rarely met and often misunderstood. 

Chapter three devoted exclusively 
Carville and the work that being 
undertaken and accomplished there for 
Hansen’s disease patients. The material 
this chapter was “reprinted short- 
ened and amended form 
ville, U.S.A.”, the pictorial magazine is- 
sued the Point Clair Lions Club, 
cooperation with the U.S. Public Health 
Service, 1952. 

Chapter four collection materi- 
reprinted from pamphlets issued 
the American Leprosy Missions, 
York, The collection includes: 
formation 
(1944) Dr. Kellersberger: 
Reed, Jewel” Julia Lake 
Kellersberger; story from Lubondai, 
Congo, Mrs. Mamie Husk; 
Jim;” and others, Most the 
material this chapter out date. 
One wonders why Mrs. Wegener did 
not avail herself pamphlets is- 
sued such “Uniounded 
Fears” Chaplain Carl Elder. 

The author weaves into all her sto- 
ries—of whatever sort source—bright 
threads lore that relate one 
thing another may seen 
newspaper, magazines, and publications 
all kinds. 


She covers the field illness among 
sub,ecis heart, diabetes, eye sur- 
and the work the Eye-Banks, 
tuberculosis, infantile paralysis, cancer, 
end rehabilitation for all which she en- 
visages part the fulfillment prom- 
ised the Gospel St. John (14:12). 

She has dug deep into facts and fig- 
ures, hoping that her manual labor 
bring many the care and cure 
she ardently desires for all mankind. 

Mom 
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Eleven Blue Men Berton Rou- 

eche (Little, Brown, New York; 215 
pages, $3.50) 
dramatically written stories. Each 
has its villians and criminals. The lat- 
ter are not humans but murderous 
microorganisms the form mic- 
robes, viruses, and life. The 
detectives and heroes these dramas 
officers, epidemiologists 
and other research scientists associated 
with state and city health departments; 
Each story presented the factual 
account human interest case taken 
from the medical files public agen- 
cies. The book takes its title from one 
the chapters. 

The reason for our special interest 
this book the chapter entitled 
Road.” This the stark recital 
what happened patient Har- 
lem following his diagnosis “leprosy” 
which Dr. David Singer, Chief Diag- 
nostician the New York. City De- 
partment Health calls, nightmare 
word.” The story first appeared The 
New Yorker (Oct. 17, 1953), and 
was reviewed THE 
1953). that time said, “‘A Lone- 
Road’ presents considerable 
tion Hansen’s disease and some 
misinformation, probably culled from 
old text books. heavily padded 
with historical data, some which was 
obviously copied from second and third 
hand sources, not always reliable.” 

Under the caption “Facts Fables,” 
Mr. Raphael Brown, Senior Reference 
Assistant, Library Congress, Wash- 
ington, D.C., writing THE STAR 
(Jan, 1954), challenged Mr, Roueche’s 
statement that “the architect lepra- 
was Moses.” Mr. Brown also 
took the author task for his 
and sneering remarks” concerning the 
part Christianity played 
“lepraphobia” during the middle ages, 
and for failing give the other side 
the picture, the help provided victims 
so-called “leprosy” the church. 
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Marynoll Sisters Study Here 


Sister Justin and Sister Maria spent much 
their time the laboratory with Sister 
Hilary Ross, internationally 
known biochemist 


Sister Justin and Sister Maria. both 
nicians the Maryknoll Order, now 
spent two weeks our community 
May and think they would have en- 
joyed prolonging their visit much 
would have liked them 
longer. 

Sister Justin, who spent years 
the Philippines, was interned Los 
Banos during the war and has been 
the States for years now, Sister Maria 
spent years China, going from one 
place another district was closed 
due the war. She, too, was confined 
concentration camps. 

Their experiences the Philippines 
and China sound like something you 
read book. But truth stranger 
than fiction and during their visit 
developed that Sister Maria came home 
the same ship, the Gripsholme, 
with Chaplain and Mrs. Elder after re- 
lease from internment. Then also the 
long arm coincidence, our Medical 
told that met Sister Justin Man- 
ila St. Paul’s Hospital Laboratory. 
must have been like old home week 
the Sisters, renewing these former 
acquaintances, 

They made many new friends, too, for 
during their fortnight here they visited 
patients their quarters and the 
private cottages the hospital grounds. 
Their friendly personalities 
them much praise and all 
gretted their departure. 


very helpful our work re- 
ceive renewals prior expiration. Your 
expiration date 
each issue. 

your new address, 
kindly include, also, your old address. 
This assistance locating your 
stencil our files. 


beside your name 


June 


| 


Carville Remembers 


The flag our country and the Post 
provided fitting background for Dr. 
Paul Price Louisiana State University, 
guest speaker here Memorial Day. 


The quiet shady pecan grove the 
little cemetery the rear the hospi- 
tal grounds was the setting for the an- 
nual Memorial Day observance here 
May 30. The program was sponsored 
Spann Post 188, the American 
Legion, John Pinder, Acting Command- 
er, cooperation with its Auxiliary 
Unit, the the 40, the Point 
Clair Lions Club and other 
tients’ organizations. Visitors, personnel 
and patients gathered pay honor 
Carville’s “departed comrades,” brave 
soldiers all, regardless whether not 
they were the military service. 

The impressive ceremonies began 
“right after front the rec- 
reation building. The flag 
The national anthem sung. Joe Lino, 
Adjutant the local Legion Post led 
the line march the cemetery, “once 
called the longest mile the world.” 

The guest speaker was Dr. Paul Price, 
associate professor Sociology, Louisi- 
ana State University, Baton Rouge. His 
message brought each the feel- 
ing that this year, more than ever, there 
was need show reverence for those 
who fought the battlefields, 
newer and deeper way. Price, 
Ain Force veteran chaplain Boyd 
Ewing Post, the American Legion (the 
Dale Ducote, Com- 

The Marine Corps League Baton 
Rouge, Ed. Dean, Commander, brought 
iis firing squad. 

Resident chaplains, Father Edward 
Boudreaux and the Rev, Mr. Carl 
Elder pronounced the invocation and 
benediction. mixed choir, all patients, 
directed Sister Laura Stricker, sang 
sacred and patriotic The 
beautiful floral offerings were sent 
Nicholson Post, the American Legion, 
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Louis Fasullo, Commander, 
Rouge, thanks arrangements made 
Carville’s “good solid friend,” Frank 
Nesom, who was here for the occasion. 
Flo Fernandez the hospital person- 
nel, Area Commander, the American 
Legion, represented posts this area. 


Captain Emile Bourg, far left, gave the 
command the firing squad the Marine 
Corps League, Baton Rouge. Others the 
group are: Master Sergeants Jimmie Bourg 
and Norwood Sanders and Staff Sergeants 
Leo Rogge, Edward Rogge and D.D. 


FOR YOUR 


SEE WRITE US, WHERE 
PLEASURE SERVE! 


Your Mail Box our Teller’s Window 
Checking Accounts 
Savings Accounts 
Christmas Savings, 
Deposit Boxes, Exchanges, 
Bank Money Orders, 


Travelers’ Cheques 
* 
Let know any way can 


serve you any time 
* * 


LOUISIANA BANK 
BATON ROUGE 


Pioneer Friend Dies 


long time resident Baton Rouge, 
and long time friend this hospital, 
Miss Rose Abrahamson, died her 
home May 19. Miss Abrahamson, 
native New Orleans, was made 
honorary member Temple 
Israel Sisterhood connection with 
her work with patients Carville and 
was honorary member the Sister- 
hood’s state board, 

Miss Rose had reached comfortable 
old age. She was her the time 
her death. Her entire life was spent 
administering others, and while 
she had not visited Carville for years, 
she came regularly long she was 
make the trip. Very old timers 
here recall that gentle, soft-spoken little 
lady whose humility and warm friendli- 
ness attracted people her. 

eulogizing Miss Abrahamson, 
Rabbi Walter Peiser Temple B’Nai 
Israel, Baton Rouge, said: “Mem- 
ory rare and very precious thing 
and takes back the days that 
she long survived; when she kept 
herself constantly busy doing hun- 
dred different things, and doing them 
with dedication, enthusiasm love. 
think for instance her regular visits 
the hospital Carville, was called 
Leprosarium then, and since the new- 
drugs had not yet been invented 
most the patients entering there 
never saw the outside world again. And 
there were all the prejudices inherited 
still from ancient days and all the fears 
and terrors that isolated those for just 
the reason they were sick, and from 
even contact with their former friends 
and even loved ones. But Rose Abra- 
hamson heard whisper her heart. 
These people needed her and there she 
went, and there she found that there 
were little things that generous souls 
might for them, and she took 
upon herself raise the little sums 
buy them cigarettes, and cookies, and 
few books and magazines that were 
awfully necessary for them and 
not then provided for, and even loved 
ones had forgotten.” 

THE STAR wishes acknowledge 
with deep appreciation contributions 
given memory Miss Rose Abra- 
hamson Mr, and Mrs. Caradine; 
Albert and Della Maas and family; Mr, 
Meer; Baton Rouge, and Mrs. 
Dann Teller Vicksburg, Miss, The 
contributions amounting $25 have 
placed our social service fund 
carmarked help our most needy pa- 
tients, particularly the radio repair 
fund. 

Miss Abrahamson’s good deeds are 
worthy remembrance. They are her 
monument. 
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You Hear Those Lions Roar 


Buddy Iglesias (center), president 
the Jolly Social Club, very happy 
accept check from Joe Santos for 
$948.12 representing the sum cleared 
the Lions Club the annual Benefit 
Fair sponsored the Pt. Clair Lions 
the Jolly Social Club, organiza- 
tion handicapped patients. Joe San- 
tos served the able chairman the 
project, President Broussard 
(left) “right proud” the success 
this endeavor staged late April. 

addition cash contributions 
from people Baton Rouge and New 
Orleans, local organizations 
viduals contributed prizes and everyone 
who could attended help swell the 


total figure. These funds are used 
the Jolly Social Club throughout the 
year for needs their members. 


Sunday, June was ideal day for 
outing. While the skies were clear 
delightful breeze kept everyone feeling 
top form. This was the setting for the 
outing for handicapped patients held 
Lake Johansen the Lions Club. 

The Legion’s station wagon was used 
transport patients and from the 
Lake and some handicapped patients 
availed themselves this opportunity 
for unusually pleasant afternoon 
the trees, Through the courtesy 
the Spann Unit 188, American 
Legion Auxiliary, the Campbell 
Gas Fund defrayed the mileage cost for 
using the station wagon take the pa- 
tients and from the party. 

addition members the Lions 
Club other able bodied patients were 
hand sufficient number see 
that every patient requiring assistance 
was cared for, Bingo was played, sighted 
persons lending hand, and the cash 
prizes winners went over big with 
the guests, well other prizes do- 
nated local merchants. Pinning the 
tail the donkey brought many 
laugh and the motor boat rides were 
thoroughly enjoyed. 


Through courtesy Wm. Wolf 
and their Advertising Manager 
Lill Gillis, sound truck driven 
Morgan was hand furnish loud 
speaker facilities and good music. 

Picnic lunches and soft drinks were 
provided the honor guests and 
went home determined never miss 
enother outing arranged for their en- 
joyment. The Lions raise the funds for 
such programs entertainment for 
handicapped patients through project 
fund, One their main sources 
funds the sale pictorical maga- 
this hospital titled 
which they sell 50¢ copy. 


* * * 


Officers for the 1954-55 term were 
May 19. They are Hank Si- 
Piesident; Joe Santos, First Vice 
Fresident; Chaplain Carl Elder, Sec- 
ond Vice President; Albert Landry, 
Third Vice President; Daniel Reyes, 
Secretary, Joe Martinez, Treasurer; Sam 
Munoz, Tail Twister and Louis Boud- 
reaux, Lion Tamer. 

Installation planned for late June 
ladies night dinner meeting, when 
hoped that Francis Holliday, Baton 
Rouge, who lighted the spark that 
gained charter for the Pt, Clair Club, 
will the guest the incoming presi- 
dent, Hank Simon. 


Poppy Day 


One our junior misses caught 
the camera front the recreation 
building she pins poppy Raul 
Avalos, patient himself, and new man- 
ager the Patients’ Canteen. Poppy 
Day, sponsored annually this com- 
munity the Spann Unit 188, 
American Legion Auxiliary, was ob- 
served Saturday, May 29. Aline 
president, had enlisted the 
aid Hilda, Helen and Vicky, our 
three teen age young ladies. seems 
sirange but much more pleasant 
for fellow part with his cash when 
attractive girl pins his poppy his 


shirt. Could that why the sale this 
year netted $56 within our rather small 
community. 

Americavism Contest. 

Culminating the Americanism Con- 
test sponsored the local school 
Unit 188, gala picnic was enjoyed 
Lake Johansen Thursday aternoon, 
May 20. Not just the winners, but all 
students and faculty were invited 
the guests the Auxiliary and witness 
the presentation prizes. Dr. 
Gordon, Medical Charge, 
came out the Lake make presenia- 
tions five youngsters, praising them 
for their efforts and accomplishments 
the contest. 

Such picnics, parties and prizes have 
been made possible through fund es- 
tional rehabilitation chairman the 
Auxiliary, who set this party fund 
for the Spann Unit 188 which 
units and state departments have 
tributed, 

Eight and Forty Picnic 
The school children and faculty were 


the guests the women the Eight 
and Forty, Iberville Salon 554, 


Thursday June 10, pic- 
nic the grounds the Lake. Kitty 
peau this year. 

Transportation for both the Ameri- 
can Legion Auxiliary picnic and the 
Light and Forty picnic was provided 
the Legion Clubmobile’s Buick Station 
Wagon, which was the gift the na- 
tional American Legion Auxiliary 
the Spann Post 188, some time 
ago. Mileage fees were paid from the 
Campbell Gas Fund, administered 
Aline Stribbling, chairman. 


Bobby Wallace Unit Entertains 


The Bobby Wallace Unit 267, 
can Legion Auxiliary, Jefferson, La. 
sponsored lawn party for all patients 
Sunday afternoon, May 23, the 
recently furnished patio. 

For some years this group women 
has been preparing fancy canapes, cook- 
and punch, then driving some 
our community serve these 
delicacies. always good see old 
friends like Mrs. James Angell and 
Mrs, Harry Schwartz occasions, 
and each time other members Unit 
267 accompany them. 
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Sports 


Henry ever popular New 
Orleans Golf Professional, who makes 
trips twice monthly Carville in- 
patients, was honored testi- 
dinner New Orleans May 
17. 

Rickman, director com- 
munity activities here, and one the 
guest speakers the banquet, told 
350 friends well-wishers 
how the hardworking unselfish 
golfer first came Carville response 
phone call. Rickman added, 
doctors the world have added 
years the lives the patients Car- 
ville, but Henry Thomas has added life 
those years,” 


There were many other speakers 
the program, but they all seemed 
agree one thing—that the 
44-year old pro has perhaps done more 
for the South than any other 
man. was the first pro conduct 
iree clinics and today 
counted hours instructing groups 
from the YMCA, the YWCA and others. 


sk she ke 


interesting sidelight the Point 
Clair Fifth Annual Invitational Golf 
Tournament held here May was 
the Baton Rouge Morn- 
ing Advocate Sports Columnist Bud 
Montet. wrote: 

“Down Carville last Sunday 
were standing the huge golf score- 
keeping track the results 
they came in, when contestant ob- 
vious Spanish descent and with little 
knowledge the English language 
came report his match, The con- 
versation went follows: 

‘Senor, won.’ ‘Who did you play?’ 
don’ know.’ ‘What flight are you in?’ 
don’ know.’ ‘What’s your name?’ 
‘Pete Hinojosa.’ 

“His name was located the 15th 
and final flight. 

“We asked, ‘What was the score 
your match?’ ‘Senor, don’ know, The 
man must have been ver’ mad. win 
the first five holes and queet.’ 

turned out that his opponent was 
Arthur Folse, top flight reporter the 
State Times. Folse says met ringer 
the 15th flight. The guy parred the 
first five holes and defeated Folse and 


* * * 


game between two patients’ 
teams will highlight the Fourth July 
celebration here. One the teams, the 
The other team, known 
Diasoneers bachelor group. 


1954 


Cover the Waterfront 


The water tank the golf course near 
Cottage Grove installed 1927 local 
land-mark, “meet you the water tank.” 
has storage capacity 100,000 gallons. 


Could someone have 
turn his faucet off? 

Eddie Stanley, Superintendent 
Buildings and Grounds, recently stated 
that this hospital community consumes 
one quarter million (that’s right-- 
250,000) gallons water daily, which 
once caused much speculation 
where all went. seems that one 
can conceive drinking all that water 
when more stimulating 
ment might available—but where? 


One explanation set forth was that 
the patients love shower 
and consume quite bit that way. How- 
ever- considering such great amount, 
their bodies would have com- 
posed mostly sponge dispose 
all that water, 

The women came for their share 
the blame, with some men contend- 
ing that they use wash out articles 
clothing which shall give the 
general term “unmentionables.” But, 
this theory seemed unfounded, 
ter storm feminine protest, the ac- 
cusations were hastily withdrawn. (Joey 
won that round). 

More logical and less explosive 
nature were the explanations that 
considerable amount water used 
daily the laundry and the kitchen, 
Being more reasonable, and less likely 
start battle between the sexes 
Carville, they were generally accepted. 

The whole situation came light re- 
cently when was noticed that repairs 
being made the water tank. 
was scaled inside and out, floor plates 
were replaced, and was completely 
Water stored thus in- 
sure adequate water pressure all 
times, especially cases emergency, 
like fires. 


Carville’s water supply, which comes 
from the Mississippi River, purified 
small, but highly efficient water 
purification piant. William Lemback, 
Louisiana State University described 
the plant here one the finest 
had ever seen, 


See the Papers 


odious word. United States citizen 
sent this leprosarium (Palo Seco) 
but returned the United States, 
and need isolation sent one 
the leprosy hospitals secluded spots 
San Boston, New Orleans, 
and Carville, Louisiana, the latter 
city, the United States Public Health 
Service has charge the National Lep- 
Home, property acquired the 
Federal government 1921.” course 
there are hospitals San 
Boston New Orleans. And 
the Public Health Service Hospital 
Carville not known Lep- 
Home, the Awake writer dubbed 
it. The odious word has not been 
the title this hospital since the fed- 
eral government took over 

believed that poisonous 
snake bite will cure leper. Acting 
this theory antivenomous serum has 
been used with uniformly good effect.” 
Snake bite (anti-venomous serum) and 
chaulmoogra oil were mentioned but 
not word was said about the sulfone 
drugs. 

Awake published semimonthly the 
Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, 
Inc., Brooklyn, New York, 
Witnesses,” claims circulation over 
million copies. Our letter and up-to- 
dzte material about Hansen’s disease 
sent immediately the editors 
Awake brought this reply (June 
“We appreciate getting the in- 
formation your letter contained, well 
that the printed matter you sent 
under separate Should have 
occasion the future print more 
the subject Hansen’s disease shall 
glad utilize this information.” 
Maybe polite brush-off, maybe not; 
but the meantime, million readers 
Awake will not wide-awake 
far Hansen’s disease concerned. 


LOUIS CARVILLE, 
General Merchants 


Carville, Louisiana 


Fancy Groceries, 
Dry Goods, Hardware 
Convenient, Courteous Service 
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you know, the Hansen’s disease 
episode Rex Morgan will make its 
final appearance sometime about the 
second week June. that time ap- 
proaches cannot help but write you 
and tell you that through the corres- 
pondence have had with you and your 
associates, both letter and tele- 
phone, has been one most 
gratifying experiences, hope that Rex 
some way has helped your con- 
tinued fight against the ignorance 
sociated with thinking about 
disease. 

You can certain that those 
associated with Rex Morgan will have 
continued interest Hansen’s dis- 
ease and Carville. 


Nicholas Dallis, M.D. 
Toledo, Ohio 


Indeed Rex, whose adventures com- 
mand wide following among old and 
young alike, has helped big way. 
Dr. Dallis has brought into focus the 
sharp contrasts between what and 
and what should the public attitude 
toward discharged patients. may 
take years properly evaluate the good 
the Rex Morgan strip has done for the 
cause. However, editorials news- 
papers throughout the country, and let- 
ters coming THE daily 
are indicative what Rex has already 
accomplished. Here few the 
letters. —Ed. 


* * 


Recently pupils Physiology 
classes have become interested lep- 
rosy, and wanted learn something 
about it. certain their interest grew 
out the strip, Rex 
M.D.... References were looked and 
assigned individual pupils and after 
our discussion, they were satisfied that 
they now know something about it, and 
that not the horrible disease that 
they thought was. 

(Miss) Lillian Denner 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


Now that our evening paper, the 
Milwaukee Journai, Rex 
comic strip, brings the tragedy Han- 
sen’s disease, concerns particular 
man and his family, the attention 
the readers comic strips—and these 
include many grown 
STAR will help bring enlightenment 
about this illness the readers the 
Finney library. 

Gertrude Zollmann 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


Mail Bag 


From Home and Abroad 


“Jim Hartley the Rex Morgan 
strip doesn’t know it, but playing 
his part real have the blessings 
the State, City, and County Health 
Services and yet doesn’t have any re- 
spect for Public Health authorities, 
guess.... The word ‘leprosy’ and vivid 
imagination combination that 
could scare guy numb, Anyway, they 
forced sick leave and half begged 
not let anybody around the plant 
know.... thought could find 
right away but two months now 
and could not find work. went back 
and asked put back work 
but again put the old boot me... 
patients are coming out find em- 
ployment, some means backing them 
else let them all stay Carville. Every 
human being has right earn liv- 
ing, have Carville graduates.” 


(Excerpt from letier recently received 
from ex-Carville patient, now living 
the West Coast). —Ed. 


* * * * 


general rule and with long- 
range view the problem, Hansen’s 
disease patients, who are discharged, 
should the same basis 
who have had other communicable dis- 
eases. When dischaiged, they should ex- 
pect leave the institution and should 
helped find employment within 
their own limitations. Obviously, those 
who are disfigured otherwise handi- 
vided for, Adequate vocational 
ing should essential feature 
the program. 


other words, unless there are good 
reasons justify exceptions, would 
like see Hansen’s disease patients, 
possible, treated the same basis 
other patients when hospitalization 
longer required. 

This entire program will require 
great human understanding the part 
those who administer it. 


Lawrence Judd 
Honolulu, Hawaii 


Mr. Judd, former governor 
and American Samoa, has for many 
years been loyal and understanding 
friend patients with Hansen’s dis- 
When Mr, Judd was con- 
nected with the Division Hansen’s 
Health, the excellent voca- 
tional rehabilitation program for 
patients got inaugurated, —Ed. 


have been here Indochina for 
the last six months and have missed 
scme the editions THE STAR. 
always enjoy reading THE STAR and 
since assignment here will for 
two years, asking that mailing 
address changed from Washington, 
D.C. American Embassy, Saigon, 
Vietnam. 


Hildrus Poindexter, M.D. 
Director, USPHS 
Regional Public Health Representative 
the Kingdom Laos and Central 
Vietnam 

Vietnam 


* * + 


retired from the Indian Service the 
end March and spending the 
summer Canada. want receive 
THE STAR regularly and keep 
with the new developments there. 


Ann Mason, R.N. 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
Canada 


Miss Mason, commissioned officer, 
nursing corps, U.S. Public Health Serv- 
ice, Hospital Division, was one the 
two nurses duty Carville 
when the PHS inaugurated its special 
nurses training program here 
i946. The other “first” was Miss Rose 
Marie Nigro, They were here for six 
months, the period training that 
time. —Ed. 


Thank you for sending the Mad- 
rid Congress edition THE STAR 
(Sept. 1953) enclose three year sub- 
scription. 


Calvert 
Associate Member, ILA 
Napier, New Zealand 


% 

The STAR now follows more 
than half way around the world, 
reading it, even more here 

Patricia MacDonald, Lt. Jg. ANC 
Yokosuka, Japan 


BATON ROUGE 
Shop 


Phone 2-4421 


‘ 


Kindly furnish both old and new addresses 
when requesting THE STAR change 
your stencil. 
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order that (Hansen’s disease) may dealt with successfully compre- 
hensive scale and before any large proportion early cases will come voluntarily 
for examination, there must change the attitude the pubiic toward the 
disease. Any scheme for the control (Hansen’s disease) will depend for its 


success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference (Hansen’s 
Cairo, Egypt, March, 1938 


The medical world classes disease “feebly com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater infants and 
young children, and decreases with age, also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. 
tal United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, 
as, and Florida, and California slight extent. Outside 
these states, Hansen’s disease rarely 
contacts that from the public health standpoint might 
considered practically non-communicable disease. This 
statement supported recommendations the American 
Public Health Association (Control Communicable Dis- 
eases Man, 1950). These APHA recommendations are 
with U.S. Public Health Service. 

The hospital Carville was founded fifty-eight years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very 
simple precautions, not comparable with those they would 
take dealing with diphtheria, typhoid, and other com- 
municable diseases. 

Visitors, with the exception children under 13, are ad- 


Despite the fact that among the many Hansenaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious 
and lay, have been daily association with the patients, the 
incidence infection very small. some these cases rea- 
sonable doubt exists whether the individual acquired 
the infection the Hansenarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, etc. With but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic states 
the Union, and one would expect more cases develop 
sheer coincidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point 
such record? 

* * 

the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, “The good father never took any precau- 
tions against infection but lived continuously under unhygien- 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years with- 
out contracting the disease. 


mitted freely, They are not required take any 

Patients are permitted visit their 
for periods month, 

FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof the remoteness the communicability Hansen’s 
disease. 


Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media, but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 

* * 

THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE 
PROBLEM Hansen’s, Once that determined, the 
year-old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


~—— 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, 
announced his discovery the germ generally accepted 
the causative agent the disease. appearance and size 
closely resembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the 
tubercle bacillus. single organisms impossible for 
the “laboratory” distinguish between the two germs. 


* 


Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
New York (exclusive New York City) and Vermont, 
and patients those states are subject restrictions. 
New York City, patients are permitted about 
their usual activities but may not food handlers, take 
care children, nor nurse the sick. 


Fleven states (Ala., Maine, Mass., Mich., Minn., N-H., 
N.D., Pa., and W.Va.) have requirements ex- 
reporting. General regulations for control 
cable diseases, however, may invoked. Mass., Mich., and 
N.D. specifically have “no restrictions” regards isolation 
patients. 


man woman may remain perfect physical health 
for years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the pa- 
tients now Carville could sit unnoted any social gather- 
ing. 
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TWOIN ONE 


The next issue THE STAR will our annual combined July-August 
edition, This two one number should reach our subscribers early 
please don’t look for before then, Meantime, are going fishing— 

will try make your wait worthwhile. The issue will carry our annual 
reports the (Fun and Honor Society the American Legion) and 
the Auxiliaries the American Legion and the Disabled American veterans, 


well news, information and human interest stories. 


THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICATION 


Promote educated public opinion Hansen’s 
Furnish occupational therapy for interested patients. 


Encourage and finance social service for needy patients 
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Service Hospital, Carville, Louisiana 
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